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MINERAL MATERIALS

§ 292.68 Mineral material operations.
Subject to the provisions of part 228,

subpart C, and part 293 of this chapter,
the authorized officer may approve
contracts and permits for the sale or
other disposal of mineral materials, in-
cluding but not limited to, common va-
rieties of gravel, sand, or stone. How-
ever, such contracts and permits may
be approved only if the material is not
within a designated wilderness area
and is to be used for the construction
and maintenance of roads and other fa-
cilities within the SRNRA or the four
excluded areas identified by the Act.

OTHER PROVISIONS

§ 292.69 Concurrent reclamation.
Plans of operations involving

locatable minerals, operating plans in-
volving outstanding mineral rights,
and contracts or permits for mineral
materials should all provide, to the
maximum extent practicable, that rec-
lamation proceed concurrently with
the mineral operation.

§ 292.70 Indemnification.
The owner and/or operator of mining

claims and the owner and/or lessee of
outstanding mineral rights are jointly
and severally liable in accordance with
Federal and State laws for indem-
nifying the United States for the fol-
lowing:

(a) Costs, damages, claims, liabil-
ities, judgments, injury and loss, in-
cluding those incurred from fire sup-
pression efforts, and environmental re-
sponse actions and cleanup and abate-
ment costs incurred by the United
States and arising from past, present,
and future acts or omissions of the
owner, operator, or lessee in connec-
tion with the use and occupancy of the
unpatented mining claim and/or min-
eral operation. This includes acts or
omissions covered by Federal, State,
and local pollution control and envi-
ronmental statutes and regulations.

(b) Payments made by the United
States in satisfaction of claims, de-
mands, or judgments for an injury,
loss, damage, or costs, including for
fire suppression and environmental re-
sponse action and cleanup and abate-

ment costs, which result from past,
present, and future acts or omissions of
the owner, operator, or lessee in con-
nection with the use and occupancy of
the unpatented mining claim and/or
mineral operations.

(c) Costs incurred by the United
States for any action resulting from
noncompliance with an approved plan
of operations or activities outside an
approved operating plan.
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Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness,
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293.17 National Forest Primitive Areas.

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 551, 1131–1136 and 92
Stat. 1649.

SOURCE: 38 FR 5855, Mar. 5, 1973, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 293.1 Definition.
National Forest Wilderness shall con-

sist of those units of the National Wil-
derness Preservation System which at
least 30 days before the Wilderness Act
of September 3, 1964, were designated
as Wilderness and Wild under Secretary
of Agriculture’s Regulations U–1 and
U–2 (§§ 251.20, 251.21), the Boundary Wa-
ters Canoe Area as designated under
Regulation U–3 (§ 294.1), and such other
areas of the National Forests as may
later be added to the System by act of
Congress. Sections 293.1 to 293.15 apply

VerDate 18<JUN>99 13:32 Aug 26, 1999 Jkt 183131 PO 00000 Frm 00406 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183131T.XXX pfrm06 PsN: 183131T



407

Forest Service, USDA § 293.5

to all National Forest units now or
hereafter in the National Wilderness
Preservation System, including the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area, Superior
National Forest, except as that area is
subject to § 293.16.

§ 293.2 Objectives.

Except as otherwise provided in the
regulations in this part, National For-
est Wilderness shall be so administered
as to meet the public purposes of rec-
reational, scenic, scientific, edu-
cational, conservation, and historical
uses; and it shall also be administered
for such other purposes for which it
may have been established in such a
manner as to preserve and protect its
wilderness character. In carrying out
such purposes, National Forest Wilder-
ness resources shall be managed to pro-
mote, perpetuate, and, where nec-
essary, restore the wilderness char-
acter of the land and its specific values
of solitude, physical and mental chal-
lenge, scientific study, inspiration, and
primitive recreation. To that end:

(a) Natural ecological succession will
be allowed to operate freely to the ex-
tent feasible.

(b) Wilderness will be made available
for human use to the optimum extent
consistent with the maintenance of
primitive conditions.

(c) In resolving conflicts in resource
use, wilderness values will be dominant
to the extent not limited by the Wil-
derness Act, subsequent establishing
legislatiion, or the regulations in this
part.

§ 293.3 Control of uses.

(a) To the extent not limited by the
Wilderness Act, subsequent legislation
establishing a particular unit, or the
regulations in this part, the Chief, For-
est Service, may prescribe measures
necessary to control fire, insects, and
disease and measures which may be
used in emergencies involving the
health and safety of persons or damage
to property and may require permits
for, or otherwise limit or regulate, any
use of National Forest land, including,
but not limited to, camping, campfires,
and grazing of recreation livestock.

(b) For all prohibitions in National
Forest Wildernesses, see part 261 of this
chapter.

[38 FR 5855, Mar. 5, 1973, as amended at 42 FR
35959, July 13, 1977]

§ 293.4 Maintenance of records.
The Chief, Forest Service, in accord-

ance with section 3(a)(2) of the Wilder-
ness Act, shall establish uniform proce-
dures and standards for the mainte-
nance and availability to the public of
records pertaining to National Forest
Wilderness, including maps and legal
descriptions; copies of regulations gov-
erning Wilderness; and copies of public
notices and reports submitted to Con-
gress regarding pending additions,
eliminations, or modifications. Copies
of such information pertaining to Na-
tional Forest Wilderness within their
respective jurisdictions shall be avail-
able to the public in the appropriate of-
fices of the Regional Foresters, Forest
Supervisors, and Forest Rangers.

§ 293.5 Establishment, modification, or
elimination.

National Forest Wilderness will be
established, modified, or eliminated in
accordance with the provisions of sec-
tions 3(b), (d), and (e) of the Wilderness
Act. The Chief, Forest Service, shall
arrange for issuing public notices, ap-
pointing hearing officers, holding pub-
lic hearings, and notifying the Gov-
ernors of the States concerned and the
governing board of each county in
which the lands involved are located.

(a) At least 30 days’ public notice
shall be given of the proposed action
and intent to hold a public hearing.
Public notice shall include publication
in the FEDERAL REGISTER and in a
newspaper of general circulation in the
vicinity of the land involved.

(b) Public hearings shall be held at
locations convenient to the area af-
fected. If the land involved is in more
than one State, at least one hearing
shall be held in each State in which a
portion of the land lies.

(c) A record of the public hearing and
the views submitted subsequent to pub-
lic notice and prior to the close of the
public hearing shall be included with
any recommendations to the President
and to the Congress with respect to any
such action.
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